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Sefer Yetzirah

With the commentaries of the Ramban, R' Dunash ben Tamim, and R' Asher
ben David

Rome - 1284
An exact copy of BnF MS Hébreu 763

What you are holding is an exact copy of one of the most important manuscripts
of Sefer Yetzirah — "The Book of Formation" — the oldest extant work of Jewish
mystical thought, traditionally attributed to Avraham Avinu. This volume, written
on parchment in Rome in 1284, brings the text together with three of its great
medieval commentaries.

The first is by R' Dunash ben Tamim (10th-c. North Africa), one of the earliest
known commentators on the work. The second is by R' Asher ben David, an early
Provencal Kabbalist and grandson of the Ra'avad. The third is by the Ramban — R'

Moshe ben Nachman (1194-1270) — whose commentary is preserved here in one of
its earliest documented copies.

The codex is also a major textual witness for the long recension of Sefer Yetzirah
itself, alongside which the entire later kabbalistic tradition would unfold. Holding
these 68 parchment folios is holding one of the gateways through which the oldest
layer of Jewish mystical thought passed into the medieval world.

The original is held at the Bibliotheque nationale de France in Paris (MS Hébreu
763), digitized through the joint Gallica - National Library of Israel - Friedberg
Jewish Manuscript Society Ktiv project.

ECHOES OF HISTORY SERIES

Brought to the public and printed by the Baal Shem Tov House Press
Bringing Jewish History to life.
www.baalshemtovhouse.com



The original manuscript is held at the Bibliothéque nationale
de France, Département des Manuscrits, as MS Hébreu 763,
and was digitized through the joint Gallica - National Library
of Israel - Friedberg Jewish Manuscript Society Ktiv project.

Image courtesy of the Bibliotheque nationale de France.

Contact office@baalshemtovhouse.com for more information
about the Baal Shem Tov House Press and its Echoes of
History Series.
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